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behaved boy, and accepted the guidance of the sensible counsellors whom his grandmother selected for him. His Council, for the most part eminent lawyers, did their work well, so that Alexander bears the character of an amiable and meritorious prince. Neither he nor the lawyers, however, were able to keep the soldiers in order. He had to go fighting on the frontiers, and obtained credit for a great victory over the Parthians, or rather the Persians; for a Persian dynasty, the Sassanidse, had just at this time overthrown the old Parthian dynasty, and the Empire beyond the Euphrates is henceforth known no longer as Parthian, but once more as Persian. Then the young Emperor had to betake himself to the Danube frontier to head the defense against fresh onslaughts of Germans and Sarmatians. The bulk of the troops there were Illynans, a general term covering the very varied barbarian population between the Danube and the Adriatic. They were commanded by Maximus, himself an unadulterated barbarian, whose enormous physical strength had attracted the surprised admiration of the old Emperor, Severus, and led to his rapid promotion. His countrymen preferred him to the young Emperor, mutinied in his favor, killed Alexander, and hailed Maximinus Em-por in 235.
During the next dozen years a series of emperors were made and unmade, of whom it need only be remarked that one, the Arabian Philippus, is reputed to have been a Christian. Then in 249 the supremacy was seized by Decius a descendant of an ancient Roman family which had been highly distinguished in the "brave days of old/*
Alone among the emperors, Decius fell in the field leading the legions against a barbarian foe, the Goths, who were overrunning the province of Mcesia, which corresponds generally to the modern Bulgaria and Serbia. Then Gallus, the governor of Mcesia, was proclaimed Emperor. Two years later he was deposed by a new governor of Moesia, JEmilianus, who had again been winning laurels against the Goths. He in turn was overthrown by Valerian, the governor of Raetia. Valerian sent his son Gallienus to take care of the Rhine frontier while he himself went to the East to quell the aggressive Persian power. Instead of quelling it he was taken prisoner, and died in captivity. Gallienus succeeded to the Empire, while a sort of sub-empire was established over Gaul, Spain, and Britain by Posthmnus, and another in the East, with its center at Palmyra, by Odaenaihus.
Gallienus was deposed and murdered in 268, and another Illyrian general, Claudius, became Emperor. Claudius again defeated the Goths, but died of the plague, and his brother .who succeeded him abdicated in favor of the army candidate, Aurelian,
During this chaos of deposition and assassinations in the five-and-years which followed the murder of Alexander Severus, there